GANDHI THE MAN
endeavour has enriched and mellowed his personality and
revealed what was truly significant in his genius. I have
since learnt to understand him, as I would understand an
artist, not by the theories and fantasies of the creed he may
profess, but by that expression in his practice which gives
evidence to the uniqueness of his mind. In that only true
perspective, as I watch him, I am amazed at the effectiveness
of his'humanityy
| An ascetic himself, he does not frown on the joys of
others, but works for the enlivening of their existence day
and night. He exalts poverty in his own life, but no man
in India has striven more assiduously than he for the
material welfare of his people. A reformer with the zeal of
a revolutionary, he imposes severe restraints on the very
passions he provokes. Something of an idolator and also an
iconoclast, he leaves the old gods in, their dusty niches of
sanctity and simply lures the old worship to better and
more.humane purposes. Professing his adherence to the
caste system, he launches his firmest attack against it where
it keeps its strongest guards, and yet he has hardly suffered
from popular disapprobation as would have been the case
with- a lesser man who would have much less power to be
effective in his efforts}
He condemns sexual life as inconsistent with the moral
progress of man, and has a horror of sex as great as that
of the author of The Kreutier Sonata, but, unlike Tolstoy,
he betrays no abhorrence of the sex that tempts his kind.
In fact, his tenderness for woman is one of the noblest and
most consistent traits of his character, and he counts among
the women of his country some of his best and truest com-
rades in the great movement he is leading.
He advises his followers to hate evil without hating the
evil-doer. It sounds an impossible precept, but he has made
it as true as it can be made in his own life. I had once
occasion to be present at an interview he gave to a certain
prominent politician who had been denounced by the official
Cqngress party as a deserter. Any other Congress leader
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